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Madame Isaev was enchanted at this opportunity to become
acquainted with a man of breeding with "whom she could
discuss literature, politics, soirees and the shawl dance. She
befriended the soldier, pitied his misfortunes and assured him
of her affection. However, according to Wrangel, she was
not really in love with him.
"She knew/' the baron writes in his Memoirs, "that he
was an epileptic and that he was poor; and she herself used
to say that he had no future." How could this soldier of the
line, with a heavy-set face, a bilious complexion and close-
cropped hair, seduce a woman who dreamed only of splen-
dor and gallantry in the French manner?
Dostoevsky, however, was completely conquered by
Maria Dmitrievna. This was the first time in his life that
a woman listened to him with an air of vaguely sensual
tenderness, that a woman answered him in a sweet, hesitating
tone, full of complicity. Both of them were beings ill-treated
by fate, lost to the world; for both of them the dreams of
their youth had faded into joyless reality, and the future was
a void. Dostoevsky interpreted Madame Isaev's compassion
as budding love. He did not dare declare himself to his
friend's wife, but multiplied his visits, attentions and hints.
Soon a troubled and desperate friendship developed between.
them. His own voluntary renunciation exasperated the
writer's desire to such a degree that he could hardly sleep and
was unable to work. Every day Baron Wrangel was sub-
jected to the amorous confidences of his companion. Dos-
toevsky implored the Baron to visit the Isaevs with him.
"But I disliked this milieu," writes Wrangel, "because of
the husband."
Madame Isaev had an eight-year-old son, Pavel, familiarly
called Pasha. He was a swarthy little fellow, as lively as a